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about Women in science
Women in science (Wis) is a group of professional 
women scientists who provide hands-on, personalized 
experiences with science for chicago Public school 
students.     

since 2000, Wis has been an integral component in 
meeting Project exploration’s mission to make science 
accessible to the public—especially minority youth 
and girls. Wis participants provide engaging science 
opportunities for our after-school programs for girls, 
annual youth development events, and intensive field 
experiences.

examples of activities provided by Wis in the past 
include:

Testing reflexes with a neurobiologist
examining vertebrate anatomy with a fossil 
preparator
making ice cream with a chemist
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Participants in Project exploration’s Wis program 
are helping to change the face of science—specifically 
with minority youth and girls.  according to the 
national science Foundation’s 2006 science and 
engineering report, women account for 21% of 
degrees awarded in engineering, 27% in computer 
sciences, and 43% in physical sciences, and represent 
only 25% of the science and engineering workforce. 

research shows that informal programs can uniquely 
and successfully motivate sustained interest in 
science. in addition, introducing girls to women 
scientists can significantly encourage their pursuit of 
science and technology careers.

the imPortance oF Wis

 I enjoyed the session when the woman 
scientist came and showed us examples of 
chemical reactions. That was awesome!  
- sisters4science participant
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I used to think science was boring,  
but now I love science. 
- sisters4science participant



Project Exploration is a nonprofit dedicated to making science accessible to the 
public—especially minority youth and girls—through personalized experiences with 
science and scientists. cofounded in 1999 by paleontologist Paul sereno and educator 
gabrielle lyon, Project exploration meets its mission through youth development 
programs, services for schools and teachers, and public programs such as exhibits and 
online initiatives.

For more information about Project exploration’s Women in science program, please 
contact Jameela Jafri, girls Programs coordinator, at 773-834-0691 or via email at 
jjafri@projectexploration.org.

Project exploration’s work is made possible through the generosity of numerous 
individuals, foundations, and corporations—including the abbott Fund, american 
honda Foundation, the boeing company, and the motorola Foundation.
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